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Acer looks like it’s willing to try anything as it rolls out an Android-based all-in-one PC for $1100. The Acer TA272 HUL has a 27-inch screen with resolution of 2560 by 1440 pixels. It runs Android 4.2 Jelly Bean on an Nvidia Tegra 4 processor and has 16GB of storage, a 2-megapixel webcam, and a USB 3.0 port. It also has HDMI and DisplayPort
inputs so it can become an external monitor for other devices. Acer hasn’t said how much RAM the computer has, but we’d guess either 1GB or 2GB. In other words, it’s the guts of a typical Android phone or tablet inside a much larger touchscreen with a multi-angled kickstand. Acer says its Android all-in-one is “ideal for home entertainment,
browsing, and sharing,” which is a reasonable statement given that Android is substandard for desktop-level productivity. The Acer TA272 HUL in a side view Unlike Windows or Mac OS X, Android has no windowing system for multitasking, and offers only primitive mouse and keyboard support. The things you’d expect from a desktop OS, such as
being able to right-click on something to bring up a context menu, aren’t supported in Android. The lack of Adobe Flash support is a bigger drawback on a full-blown computer than on mobile devices and, of course, Android versions of programs like Photoshop and Chrome aren’t nearly as useful as their desktop counterparts. So is Acer’s $1100 price
tag justified? In fairness, it’s hard to find Windows-based all-in-one PCs with displays with this large of a screen and this kind of resolution for this cheap (though the Microsoft Store currently has one from Lenovo for just $100 more). Meanwhile, some standalone monitors with the same screen resolution are pretty expensive, so you could think of
Acer’s model as just a monitor for your Windows desktop with Android thrown in. But whether people actually want their Windows machines with a side of Android is the question of the moment. Acer says the TA272 HUL is now shipping worldwide, but details on U.S. availability are unclear. Windows 8 was officially released yesterday and it’s now
time to decide whether you want to upgrade or not. If you have decided to upgrade a Windows XP, Windows Vista or Windows 7 machine to Windows 8, you probably want to make sure your system can support Windows 8 before you buy the upgrade. To check if your PC is compatible with Windows 8, you can download and run the Windows 8
Upgrade Assistant. The upgrade assistant will go ahead and scan your hardware, programs, and even any connected devices to make sure they will work with Windows 8. Windows 8 requires certain CPU features like PAE, NX, SSE2, etc, so it’s a good idea to use this tool if your computer is a bit on the older side. The tool will also give you a
compatibility report for your programs and let you know whether you need to uninstall the program or update the program before upgrading. Once you download it, install it and run it, the program will automatically start scanning your computer for apps and devices. It will then tell you which apps are compatible and which apps you need to review.
There are some new features in Windows 8 like secure boot, snap, and fast startup. Upgrade assistant will notify you if any of those items are not supported by your system: If you didn’t already know, Windows 8 does not include built-in software to play DVDs. If you want that feature, you’ll have to buy the Pro pack and get Windows Media Center.
Note that if you already have Windows 8 Pro, you can get Windows Media Center Pack for free until January 31st, 2013, so get it fast! Also, Microsoft Security Essentials is being replaced by Windows Defender in Windows 8. It’s basically the same thing, but for whatever reason they are including Windows Defender built into Windows 8. So if you
have Security Essentials installed on Windows 7, you’ll have to remove it before upgrading. You also get a list of compatible software and hardware that will work with Windows 8: When you click Next, you’ll be asked what you would like to keep. This will determine which version of Windows 8 will work best for you. Note that depending on what
version of Windows you have, you can only upgrade to certain editions of Windows 8. For example, if you have Windows 7 Ultimate, you can only upgrade to Windows 8 Pro. If you have Windows 7 Pro, you can upgrade to Windows 8 Pro or Enterprise. If you have Windows 7 Enterprise, you can only upgrade to Windows 8 Enterprise. Check out the
Wikipedia article for more details. In my case, since I have Windows 7 Ultimate, any option I selected gave me the same result: Windows 8 Pro for $39.99. That’s about all there is to the Windows 8 Upgrade Assistant. It’s mostly useful for figuring out which hardware and software will not work on Windows 8. It’s also useful if you have an older PC and
you’re not sure if your CPU is going to be supported by Windows 8. Enjoy! Getting pictures from your Android phone to your PC can be a daunting task if you don’t know where to start. Fortunately, it’s pretty straightforward once you know where to look. They say the best camera is the one you have with you, and more often than not that camera is
the one built into your smartphone. If you end up shooting a lot of pictures or videos with your phone, you’ll undoubtedly want to get those pictures onto your PC at some point. RELATED: How to Use Google Photos to Store an Unlimited Amount of Photos There’s no shortage of ways to automatically back up your images to the cloud (and then move
them from the cloud to your PC), but that’s not what we’re talking about here. Instead, we’'re going to look at how to get pictures from your phone to your computer via a simple, old school USB transfer. Regardless of which method you choose below, you’ll need to make sure your phone is ready to transfer pictures. Go ahead and connect your phone
to your computer with a USB cable. Then, pull down the notification shade and make sure the option to transfer images is selected. The option may actually be named “Transfer images,” but it could also be named “MTP,” “PTP,” or even just “File transfer.” They all basically do the same thing. Method One: Use Microsoft Photos If you’'re into letting
software do the majority of the work for you, Microsoft Photos is probably the easiest way to go about getting pictures from your phone to your computer. Photos is probably already installed on your PC and is super easy to use. And if it’s not on your PC, you can get it for free from the Microsoft Store (the one on your computer, not to be confused
with the other Microsoft Store). With your phone plugged into your computer and in the correct mode (as highlighted above), click the “Import” button in the upper right corner of Photos. On the menu that pops up, select the “From a USB device” option. Photos should scan for USB devices, and then load a list. Select your phone. After you select a
device, Photos immediately starts looking for images stored on the phone. This could take a bit of time, so just let it do its thing. When the photos list loads up, go through and click on all the photos you’d like to import. If you know you want them all, just use the “Select All” link at the top. You can also hit the “Select New” link to select only images
that are new since your last import session (i.e., those that Photos has not transferred before). Obviously, if you've never used this feature before, all your photos will be new and those two options will do the same thing. By default, Photos creates a new folder named according to the year and month when the pictures were taken, and places that new
folder in the Pictures folder on your PC. So, if this is the first time you’ve used Photos to import pictures, be ready for it to create several new folders. It’s not an ideal organization, but it beats having everything dumped into a single folder. You can, however, change this organization. Just click the “Change how they’'re organized” link at the bottom.
From here, you can choose a new folder if you’d like, as well as a different sorting option. For more granular organization, you can choose date (which will end up creating a lot of different folders), or you organize them by year to minimize the number of new folders. With your images and organization options selected, tap the “Import Selected”
button at the bottom. Poof—like magic, the photos are imported to your computer. Couldn’t be easier. Method Two: Manually Copy/Paste Images in Explorer If you prefer to have as much control as possible over how your photos are organized, you’ll want to import everything manually. To do this, once again make sure your phone is in the correct
mode and ready to transfer images. From there, open Windows Explorer and head to “This PC.” Your phone should be listed as a device. Depending on how the USB transfer option is set, the icon may look like a camera, a portable media player, or maybe even another drive. The icon isn’t that important, though—just pay attention to the name. Once
you open the device, you’ll see a drive named “Phone.” Open that. To find the images, look for the DCIM folder. In the DCIM folder, open the “Camera” folder. Select all the images you’d like to transfer. Just as in other Windows folders, you can select a range of photos by clicking the first photo you want, and then Shift+clicking the last photo in the
range. Or, you can select multiple photos one at a time by Ctrl+clicking them. After selecting your photos, right click on one of the selected images, and then select the “Copy” command (you can also just hit Ctrl+C). If you'd like to move photos instead of copying them (which removes them from the phone), use the “Cut” command instead. Navigate
to the folder where you’d like the pictures to go, right click any empty space in the folder, and then choose the “Paste” command (or hit Ctrl+V). After a few seconds (or minutes, depending on how many images you’re transferring) all the pictures should be in their new home. And of course, if you prefer dragging and dropping rather than copying and
pasting, you could can also open a couple of File Explorer windows and just drag the photos the way you would any other files.
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